
Wed., May 12, 2010, 7:00 PM FPNC
Monthly Membership meeting.  Program to be 

Announced 
Sat., May 15, 2010, 9:30 AM
Sun., May 16, 2010, 1:00 PM

Celebrate Urban Birds at FPNC 
Learn about urban birds.  No experience needed, 

just bring a desire to enjoy nature and get involved.  
Activities planned include:  Urban Bird Count, Pine 

Cone Bird Feeders, Spring Walk, Gourd Wren 
House Workshop, & Creating backyard Bird 

Habitat.  Call Susie at (309)686-3360 for more 
information.

Sun., May 16, 2010, 7:00 AM
Spring Bird Walk - Camp Wokonda 

Pete Fenner will lead the Spring Bird Walk.  Meet 
at the lower parking area in Camp Wokanda.  We 

will hike the lower trail area, past the amphitheatre, 
which is often good for migrants and warblers 

(approximately 1 mile, mostly flat).   We could also 
check the ephemeral wetland (off Old Galena Rd), 
which has produced some interesting shorebirds 

and waterfowl in the past.
 Fri., May 21, 2010, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Flying Wild - Educator Training Training 

Workshop at FPNC
Flying WILD is an exciting new education 

program that provides interactive, 
interdisciplinary, standards-based activities to 

help students understand the importance 
of migratory birds and their conservation.  

Targeted for the middle grades, but adaptable 
to other levels, the program includes 

teacher-led, student-led and volunteer-led 
learning activities which provide 

opportunities to engage students in real-world 
learning.  

Pre-registration is required.  Registration 
deadline May 14.  Cost $18, includes light 

snack, resource materials.  4.5 CPDUs will be 
offered. 

Sat., Jul 3, 2010, 10:00 AM
Intro. to Backyard Birding at FPNC

We'll go over the basics covering everything from 
bird feeder and feed selection, binocular basics, 
backyard habitats, and a bit of natural history on 
common backyard birds.  If you own binoculars, 

please bring them for the binocular tutorial.  
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Peoria Audubon meets at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month, September
through May at the Forest Park Nature Center (FPNC).  It's a relaxed, friendly evening

with an interesting presentation followed by refreshments.  Free and open to the public. 

May 2010

April 30 - May 2, Nauvoo, IL
Illinois Audubon Society Annual Spring 
Gathering and Celebration.  Hosted by the 
Western Prairie Chapter.  Field Trips to include: 
Boat ride on the Mississippi River, Hiking at 
Cedar Glen Nature Preserve, Big River State 
Park, and Geissler Savannah -- plus many 
other exciting opportunities to experience the 
area. Link to registration and more information 
available on our website.

Sat., May 1, MSD Field Trip, Canton, IL
Thad Edmonds will be leading a birding tour to 

the private 14,000+ acre wetlands west of 
Canton, IL. Thad received special permission 
to visit this facility that is closed to the public. 

We typically see a very wide range of waterfowl 
and other bird species at all the lakes and 

woods in the closed facility. Since the area is 
closed to the public, it is a rare opportunity to 

go birding.  Trip is free, but pre-registration 
mandatory.  Contact Thad Edmonds @ 

309-243-1854.
Sun., May 2, 2010, 7:00 AM

Spring Bird Walk - McNaughton Park, Pekin, IL
Pete Fenner will lead the Spring Bird Walk.  

From Route 29, turn south onto McNaughton 
Park Drive off of Route 98 (Edgewater Dr). Meet 

at the end of the road at the turnaround. We 
will hike a couple of trails, and check the small 

lakes in the area. Approximately 2 miles of 
hiking with hilly terrain.

Sat., May 8, May 22, June 5, 2010,
7:30 AM    Migratory Bird Walk at FPNC

 Search for spring migrants and resident birds 
of Forest Park with a guide from the Nature 

Center or Peoria Audubon. Please bring your 
own binoculars or you may borrow ours. All 

levels welcome; no experience required. Age: 
10 & up Fee: Donations requested

Sat. May 8, 2010 Daylight Hours
Illinois Spring Bird Count

Statewide bird count. To volunteer for Peoria 
County, contact: Mike Miller (309) 681-2858; 

Volunteers are also needed for Fulton, Mason, 
Tazewell, and Woodford counties. 

IL RIVER BIRDING TOUR 
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SNOW GEESE MIGRATION

PEORIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
677 E HIGH PT TERRACE
PEORIA IL  61614

FPNC = Forest Park Nature Center, 
5809 N. Forest Park Drive, Peoria Heights

Snow Geese - An Inspiration of Awe
by Dennis Endicott

Imagine, only a few weeks ago, the tops 
of the backwater lakes along the Illinois 
River were frozen solid and we were 
anxiously looking toward a spring thaw.  
The migratory waterfowl were getting 
anxious, too.  With the frozen lakes as a 
backdrop, I went along on what has 
become an annual spring “Birding the 
Illinois River” �eld trip. 
 

This year, the focus for the March 9 �eld 
trip would be a little di�erent.  A few 
days before the trip, leader and 
organizer Maury Brucker scouted 
around and determined that, since the 
backwater lakes of the Illinois River were 
solidly frozen, the usual water fowl were 
making themselves scarce.  With birding 
reports coming in that massive �ocks of 
snow geese were seen at Lake 
Spring�eld; it became our alternate 
destination.   

About 35 birders left the Forest Park 
...continued on page 2

The Tongass National Forest in Southeast Alaska is our nation's largest national forest, reaching nearly 17 
million acres in size. Famous for stunning fjords, abundant wildlife, beautiful glaciers, and ancient rainforests, 
the Tongass is an important resource for Alaskans and a national treasure that belongs to all Americans. How-
ever, Congress is considering controversial legislation that could transfer public land—important for conserva-
tion, recreation, hunting, and fishing—to a private corporation for clear-cut logging and other development.
Alaska's congressional delegation introduced a proposal on behalf of the Sealaska Native Corporation that 
would transfer up to 75,000 acres of national forest land to the private corporation to fulfill its land entitlement 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA). Audubon respects Sealaska's right to secure its 
remaining land entitlement—which it could do today under the existing legislation. However, the proposed 
legislation (S 881/HR 2099) would dramatically alter the terms of the original settlement legislation, effectively 
eliminating the previous boundaries agreed upon by many stakeholders, from which Sealaska would make 
selections.
If enacted as proposed, this legislation would have 
far-reaching impacts on the Tongass National Forest. 
While the total acreage involved may appear small 
relative to the overall size of the Tongass, the legislation 
would have disproportionate impacts on important 
conservation and public use lands throughout the 
region. Analysis of the lands Sealaska proposes to 
select for timber shows that the new selections would 
log some of the last best places in the Tongass. In 
addition, the legislation would authorize the transfer of 
scores of small parcels scattered through the region. 
Audubon believes that any legislation must balance 
private development interests with an enduring commit-
ment to the conservation of fish, wildlife, fishing and 
hunting, recreation, tourism, and subsistence uses—not 
favor a single interest at the expense of others.

Tongass National Forest

.
    Sat., Aug 14, 2010, 7 AM - 4 PM 

Birding Tour of the Illinois River
Field trip led by Maury Brucker, of 
Peoria Audubon Society, and Mike 
Miller, of Forest Park Nature Center, 

includes transportation in a Park 
District, 15-passenger van and a 
delicious lunch.   Preregistration 

required.  Register early as this trip 
fills up fast. Best for 12 and up.  

Forest Park Nature Center and/or 
Peoria Audubon Members receive a 
$5 discount. Call Peoria Park District 

at 686-3360 for more info and 
registration. Fee: $35 

Sat., Aug. 21, 2010, 9 AM - Noon
Hummingbird Festival at FPNC

Vernon Kleen demonstrates
hummingbird banding and
discusses the fascinating 
world of hummingbirds.  You 
will have a chance to feel the
heartbeat of a hummingbird and 
“adopt” one of these beautiful flyers.  
This free event is a come-as- you-
please activity. Jointly sponsored by 
Forest Park Nature Center and 
Illinois Audubon. Fee: FREE, dona-
tions greatly appreciated. 

 



In early February, I was asked to travel to Australia on a business trip 
for two weeks.  After doing some research, I determined the necessary 
book to buy was “The Field Guide to the Birds of Australia”, by Graham 
Pizzey and Frank Knight, 8th edition.  The trip began on the east coast 
of the continent in Brisbane .  Then I traveled north to Mackay and 
back south to Sydney, before heading to Perth along the west coast.  
The !nal two cities I visited were Adelaide and Melbourne , along the 
southern and southeastern coast.  Although the trip was incredibly 
busy during the weekdays (and evenings), I had the better part of two 
weekends to myself.  So, I was able to spend a pretty fair amount of 
this time birding.  
Since this was my !rst visit to Australia, I was in for a treat. It's a lovely 
country, people are nice, travel conditions are easy, and the birds are 
fantastic. They're mostly wonderfully visible and usually very 
distinguishable. And furthermore, they have very few things in 
common with North American bird families.  Apart from a few 
migratory shorebirds (waders, to the Aussies), seabirds, and 
introduced songbirds, there's very little in common between the 
species of the New World and Australia .  Because of this, it was 
recommended that I study up a bit before the visit. But, I really didn’t 
have much time for that, and just took my guide into the !eld and did 
my best. 
Australia also has a remarkably high degree of endemic families. And, 
Australia is great for parrots (lorikeets, parrots & cockatoos)!  There are 
more species in the New World tropics - but in Australia you can 
actually see the parrots. They're beautiful and totally charming. 
So, because of the unique nature in Australia , and the species 
diversity, I was able to see 157 species of birds, 139 of them were lifers.  
So, what were my favorite sightings?  Well, the Rainbow Bee-eater and 
the Eastern Rosella were very memorable.  Both made the cover of my 
!eld guide, but I only got one sighting of each, and they are both 
strikingly colorful.  I saw a beautiful Barn Owl roosting 30 feet away 
from me during daylight hours, and while that’s a species I could see 
in the U.S., it is one I never have.  And of course, the Laughing 
Kookaburra was a favorite, after hearing about it (sitting in an old gum 
tree) in grade school decades ago.  
The Magpie-lark was the !rst bird to greet me in Australia.  While it’s 
very common, its black and white coloration is quite beautiful (see 
photo).  I saw the Bell Miner (aka Bellbird), which is aptly named.  For 
those of you reading this on-line, you can listen to its call by clicking 
on this link here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RugmA47ADO8   
Otherwise, you can go to www.youtube.com and search for Bell Miner.  
The above picture is at a city park in downtown Perth .  There were 500 
white birds feeding on the ground, which turned out to be “Little 
Corellas”.  People were 
accustomed to walking among 
them, usually without making
them "y.   
There were many more exciting 
sightings than I have room to 
describe here.  But in sum, if you 
have an opportunity, a trip “down 
under” is well worth the long 
"ights.  The birds alone provide 
reason enough to go. 

Picture of ibird search menu

 

March
Meeting 
Recap                  by Deb Roe 
At our monthly 
meeting, March 10, 
2010, Lee Albright,  
refuge manager of the 
Chautauqua National 
Wildlife Refuge, spoke about the history and the future 
of managing the wildlife refuge.  The USFWS and the 
Corps of Engineers recently rebuilt a levee, constructed a 
new water level control structure in the North Pool and 
did some grading to dewater the south Pool.    Providing 
the river levels cooperate, the North pool will be drawn 
down some time in the near future. 
Mr. Albright spoke about future plans for USFWS land 
near Emiquon and Dixon Mounds.  It was suggested that 
the newly restored Thompson Lake, at Emiquon, has 
a#ected the water table such that it will be easier for the 
USFWS to recreate weltand habitat in some historically 
wet areas that were di$cult to maintain as wetland in 
the past.    
Mr. Albright o#ered Peoria Audubon a “behind the 
scenes” tour of the facility, the original date was 
post-poned because of river "ooding.  The rescheduled 
date is April 24th.  Members wanting to attend should 
contact Dennis Endicott to register in advance.  Email 
Dennis at: audubon@peoriaaudubon.org.  

FIFTY YEARS OF COUNTING BALD EAGLES
By Pete Fenner

The 2010 Bald Eagle 
Count for Central Illinois
was arranged by Peoria
Audubon and held on 
Sat., January 30, 2010.  
We had 4 teams again 
this year. 
Two teams covered 
both sides of the Illinois
River starting at the 
bridge in Henry , IL and 
proceeding south to 
the Interstate 74 bridge
in downtown Peoria.
The other two teams 
began at the I-74 bridge
and ended their count
at the bridge in Havana, IL .   
We are proud to have participated in the 50th anniversary 
count of the Midwestern midwinter eagle count.  Our teams 
counted a total 138 eagles.  The !gure is down slightly from 
last year.    
The complete results for our area are published below, and 
the overall eagle count (and previous years’ data) can be 
viewed at the following website:   
http://www.eaglenature.com/49countspage.html 
The count is summarized as follows:
 
                                    

The event, for the entire Midwestern region, counted 1134 
Midwestern eagle adults, plus 56 sub-adults, 304 immatures, 
and 73 of unknown age.  The overall total was 1567 eagles. 
Thank you again to the individuals who participated! 

...Snow Geese, 
continued from page 1

After the massive "ock of all these geese had landed on the lake, it 
appeared as a massive "otilla of honking white and dark geese.   
Then, after the experience at Lake Spring!eld, we headed to 
Emiquon, where we came across another massive "ock of snow 
geese – estimated at perhaps 10,000.  One of the comments that 
another birder made that day caused me to investigate more 
deeply.  He wondered if the experience of massive numbers of 
birds in the "ocks was what the "ocks of the now extinct Passenger 
Pigeons of the mid-1800s would have been like.  The experience of 
the massive "ocks was quite comparable to the descriptions from 
the early settlers.   
Some cool snow geese facts:    
  • Fish & Wildlife Service claim that breeding population  
 exceeds 5 million birds
  • Population has increased more than 300% since the   
 mid-1970s.  Adaptation to scavenge agricultural !elds for  
 waste grain was cited as one of the reasons for the   
 increase.  
  • Snow Geese have two distinct color phases, with the dark  
 phase sometimes known as a Blue Goose.  
  • Genetically, it is know known that the two phases are from  
 the same species.  
  • Breeds in Arctic regions of North America and eastern  
 Siberia.  Winters all along the Paci!c Coast and the   
 mid-Atlantic to Gulf Coast.  
  • During migration, the Snow Goose "ies so high it can  
 barely be seen.  During night, they prefer to spend it  
 resting on open water – which explains why they   
 congregated in Lake Spring!eld, as other nearby lakes  
 were frozen solid.  
  • During summer in the Arctic, their heads are often stained  
 red as a result of gathering food in mud containing iron  
 oxides.  

                                    Adult Sub-adult Immature Unknown Total

Henry S. To Peoria

Peoria to Havana

Boat Crew

Totals

28 3 9 9 49
57 5 25 2 89

Weather Prohibited Count by Boatohibited Count by Boat
85 8 34 11 139

Australian Birding
article and photo by Pete Fenner

Australian Birding
article and photo by Pete Fenner

Magpie Lark
photo by Fenner

  Peoria lost a longtime Audubon member and  
  environmental advocate on January 29. Les 
Bodell had served as a board member throughout the 1980's 
and into the 1990's. Both he and his wife Mary, for many 
years, made sure that the Bird's-Eye-View newsletter was 
mailed out to members. He also helped with bird counts for 
close to two decades. A tireless advocate and friend of our 
local natural resources, Les was also very active in the HOI 
Sierra Club, the Geology Section and Astronomy Section of 
the Peoria Academy of Science, and Friends of the Rock 
Island Trail. We miss you, Les!

Egrets at ChautaquaEgrets at Chautaqua

PRESS RELEASE
Would you like to see the world with the eyes of an 
artist, analyze it with the mind of a scientist, and write 
about it with the words of a poet?  “Communicating 
Nature”, four day-long seminars, instructed by acclaimed 
illustrators, painters, writers, and photographers, is an 
opportunity to develop your artistic skills and to expand 
your knowledge of Nature.  Participants become 
members of the Emiquon Corps of Discovery, a group of 
citizen-artists voluntarily recording by pen, paintbrush, 
photograph, and verse the transformation of the 
Emiquon Preserve and Emiquon National Wildlife 
Refuge, located between Havana and Lewistown. 
The Emiquon Corps of Discovery was inspired by the 
bicentennial celebration of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, much of which was recorded in written and 
illustrated journals.  The restoration of a section of Illinois 
River "ood plain and its environs provides a unique 
opportunity to witness and record the return of a variety 
of habitats, each with its distinctive plant and animal 
communities. 
Communicating Nature will convene May 22, June 5, 
June 19, and July 10, 2010 at Dickson Mounds Museum.  
Each session will begin at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m.  The 
lead instructors will be Dr. Michael R. Je#ords and Susan 
L. Post, from the Illinois Natural History Survey, a part of 
the University of Illinois’ Institute of Natural Resource 
Sustainability.  The fee for new members is $75 and $25 
for current members of the Corps of Discovery and will 
cover the expense of materials and an instruction 
manual.  Pre-registration is required.  To register or for 
more information contact Dickson Mounds Museum at 
309-547-3721 or info-dmm@museum.state.il.us.

White fronted Geese at Emiquon White fronted Geese at Emiquon 

Emiquon Corps of DiscoveryEmiquon Corps of Discovery

In Memory of Les Bodell by Mike Miller

Snow Geese at Lake Springfield 
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on this link here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RugmA47ADO8   on this link here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RugmA47ADO8   
Otherwise, you can go to www.youtube.com and search for Bell Miner. 

 
Within minutes, as we were out of the vans, viewing the other 
waterfowl on the lake, the entire "ock of snow geese "ew directly 
overhead and proceeded to land in the lake in front of us.  What an 
inspiring sight!  The "ock was so massive and so dense that it 
"owed as a "uid – complete with swirls and vortices.  The "ock was 
estimated around 20,000.  The photos and video posted from the 
trip at www.peoriaaudubon.org can only hint at the awe from the 
experience.  

in the !eld for a few minutes, we continued on to the visitor 
access on the Lake.  Since City Water, Light & Power has a 
coal-!red electric power station that uses and returns water from 
the lake; about half of the lake remains ice-free in winter.

Nature Center, spread among three 
vans supplied by the Peoria Park 
District.  Oddly enough, the trip to 
the 4,350-acre Lake Spring!eld 
seemed to go rather quickly.  As we 
approached the lake, we saw a 
huge mass of snow geese feeding 
in the stubble of a harvested corn 
!eld.  After watching the geese 



In early February, I was asked to travel to Australia on a business trip 
for two weeks.  After doing some research, I determined the necessary 
book to buy was “The Field Guide to the Birds of Australia”, by Graham 
Pizzey and Frank Knight, 8th edition.  The trip began on the east coast 
of the continent in Brisbane .  Then I traveled north to Mackay and 
back south to Sydney, before heading to Perth along the west coast.  
The !nal two cities I visited were Adelaide and Melbourne , along the 
southern and southeastern coast.  Although the trip was incredibly 
busy during the weekdays (and evenings), I had the better part of two 
weekends to myself.  So, I was able to spend a pretty fair amount of 
this time birding.  
Since this was my !rst visit to Australia, I was in for a treat. It's a lovely 
country, people are nice, travel conditions are easy, and the birds are 
fantastic. They're mostly wonderfully visible and usually very 
distinguishable. And furthermore, they have very few things in 
common with North American bird families.  Apart from a few 
migratory shorebirds (waders, to the Aussies), seabirds, and 
introduced songbirds, there's very little in common between the 
species of the New World and Australia .  Because of this, it was 
recommended that I study up a bit before the visit. But, I really didn’t 
have much time for that, and just took my guide into the !eld and did 
my best. 
Australia also has a remarkably high degree of endemic families. And, 
Australia is great for parrots (lorikeets, parrots & cockatoos)!  There are 
more species in the New World tropics - but in Australia you can 
actually see the parrots. They're beautiful and totally charming. 
So, because of the unique nature in Australia , and the species 
diversity, I was able to see 157 species of birds, 139 of them were lifers.  
So, what were my favorite sightings?  Well, the Rainbow Bee-eater and 
the Eastern Rosella were very memorable.  Both made the cover of my 
!eld guide, but I only got one sighting of each, and they are both 
strikingly colorful.  I saw a beautiful Barn Owl roosting 30 feet away 
from me during daylight hours, and while that’s a species I could see 
in the U.S., it is one I never have.  And of course, the Laughing 
Kookaburra was a favorite, after hearing about it (sitting in an old gum 
tree) in grade school decades ago.  
The Magpie-lark was the !rst bird to greet me in Australia.  While it’s 
very common, its black and white coloration is quite beautiful (see 
photo).  I saw the Bell Miner (aka Bellbird), which is aptly named.  For 
those of you reading this on-line, you can listen to its call by clicking 
on this link here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RugmA47ADO8   
Otherwise, you can go to www.youtube.com and search for Bell Miner.  
The above picture is at a city park in downtown Perth .  There were 500 
white birds feeding on the ground, which turned out to be “Little 
Corellas”.  People were 
accustomed to walking among 
them, usually without making
them "y.   
There were many more exciting 
sightings than I have room to 
describe here.  But in sum, if you 
have an opportunity, a trip “down 
under” is well worth the long 
"ights.  The birds alone provide 
reason enough to go. 
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March
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Recap                  by Deb Roe 
At our monthly 
meeting, March 10, 
2010, Lee Albright,  
refuge manager of the 
Chautauqua National 
Wildlife Refuge, spoke about the history and the future 
of managing the wildlife refuge.  The USFWS and the 
Corps of Engineers recently rebuilt a levee, constructed a 
new water level control structure in the North Pool and 
did some grading to dewater the south Pool.    Providing 
the river levels cooperate, the North pool will be drawn 
down some time in the near future. 
Mr. Albright spoke about future plans for USFWS land 
near Emiquon and Dixon Mounds.  It was suggested that 
the newly restored Thompson Lake, at Emiquon, has 
a#ected the water table such that it will be easier for the 
USFWS to recreate weltand habitat in some historically 
wet areas that were di$cult to maintain as wetland in 
the past.    
Mr. Albright o#ered Peoria Audubon a “behind the 
scenes” tour of the facility, the original date was 
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date is April 24th.  Members wanting to attend should 
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By Pete Fenner

The 2010 Bald Eagle 
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was arranged by Peoria
Audubon and held on 
Sat., January 30, 2010.  
We had 4 teams again 
this year. 
Two teams covered 
both sides of the Illinois
River starting at the 
bridge in Henry , IL and 
proceeding south to 
the Interstate 74 bridge
in downtown Peoria.
The other two teams 
began at the I-74 bridge
and ended their count
at the bridge in Havana, IL .   
We are proud to have participated in the 50th anniversary 
count of the Midwestern midwinter eagle count.  Our teams 
counted a total 138 eagles.  The !gure is down slightly from 
last year.    
The complete results for our area are published below, and 
the overall eagle count (and previous years’ data) can be 
viewed at the following website:   
http://www.eaglenature.com/49countspage.html 
The count is summarized as follows:
 
                                    

The event, for the entire Midwestern region, counted 1134 
Midwestern eagle adults, plus 56 sub-adults, 304 immatures, 
and 73 of unknown age.  The overall total was 1567 eagles. 
Thank you again to the individuals who participated! 

...Snow Geese, 
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After the massive "ock of all these geese had landed on the lake, it 
appeared as a massive "otilla of honking white and dark geese.   
Then, after the experience at Lake Spring!eld, we headed to 
Emiquon, where we came across another massive "ock of snow 
geese – estimated at perhaps 10,000.  One of the comments that 
another birder made that day caused me to investigate more 
deeply.  He wondered if the experience of massive numbers of 
birds in the "ocks was what the "ocks of the now extinct Passenger 
Pigeons of the mid-1800s would have been like.  The experience of 
the massive "ocks was quite comparable to the descriptions from 
the early settlers.   
Some cool snow geese facts:    
  • Fish & Wildlife Service claim that breeding population  
 exceeds 5 million birds
  • Population has increased more than 300% since the   
 mid-1970s.  Adaptation to scavenge agricultural !elds for  
 waste grain was cited as one of the reasons for the   
 increase.  
  • Snow Geese have two distinct color phases, with the dark  
 phase sometimes known as a Blue Goose.  
  • Genetically, it is know known that the two phases are from  
 the same species.  
  • Breeds in Arctic regions of North America and eastern  
 Siberia.  Winters all along the Paci!c Coast and the   
 mid-Atlantic to Gulf Coast.  
  • During migration, the Snow Goose "ies so high it can  
 barely be seen.  During night, they prefer to spend it  
 resting on open water – which explains why they   
 congregated in Lake Spring!eld, as other nearby lakes  
 were frozen solid.  
  • During summer in the Arctic, their heads are often stained  
 red as a result of gathering food in mud containing iron  
 oxides.  
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  Peoria lost a longtime Audubon member and  
  environmental advocate on January 29. Les 
Bodell had served as a board member throughout the 1980's 
and into the 1990's. Both he and his wife Mary, for many 
years, made sure that the Bird's-Eye-View newsletter was 
mailed out to members. He also helped with bird counts for 
close to two decades. A tireless advocate and friend of our 
local natural resources, Les was also very active in the HOI 
Sierra Club, the Geology Section and Astronomy Section of 
the Peoria Academy of Science, and Friends of the Rock 
Island Trail. We miss you, Les!

Egrets at ChautaquaEgrets at Chautaqua

PRESS RELEASE
Would you like to see the world with the eyes of an 
artist, analyze it with the mind of a scientist, and write 
about it with the words of a poet?  “Communicating 
Nature”, four day-long seminars, instructed by acclaimed 
illustrators, painters, writers, and photographers, is an 
opportunity to develop your artistic skills and to expand 
your knowledge of Nature.  Participants become 
members of the Emiquon Corps of Discovery, a group of 
citizen-artists voluntarily recording by pen, paintbrush, 
photograph, and verse the transformation of the 
Emiquon Preserve and Emiquon National Wildlife 
Refuge, located between Havana and Lewistown. 
The Emiquon Corps of Discovery was inspired by the 
bicentennial celebration of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, much of which was recorded in written and 
illustrated journals.  The restoration of a section of Illinois 
River "ood plain and its environs provides a unique 
opportunity to witness and record the return of a variety 
of habitats, each with its distinctive plant and animal 
communities. 
Communicating Nature will convene May 22, June 5, 
June 19, and July 10, 2010 at Dickson Mounds Museum.  
Each session will begin at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m.  The 
lead instructors will be Dr. Michael R. Je#ords and Susan 
L. Post, from the Illinois Natural History Survey, a part of 
the University of Illinois’ Institute of Natural Resource 
Sustainability.  The fee for new members is $75 and $25 
for current members of the Corps of Discovery and will 
cover the expense of materials and an instruction 
manual.  Pre-registration is required.  To register or for 
more information contact Dickson Mounds Museum at 
309-547-3721 or info-dmm@museum.state.il.us.

White fronted Geese at Emiquon White fronted Geese at Emiquon 

Emiquon Corps of DiscoveryEmiquon Corps of Discovery

In Memory of Les Bodell by Mike Miller
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on this link here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RugmA47ADO8   on this link here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RugmA47ADO8   
Otherwise, you can go to www.youtube.com and search for Bell Miner. 

 
Within minutes, as we were out of the vans, viewing the other 
waterfowl on the lake, the entire "ock of snow geese "ew directly 
overhead and proceeded to land in the lake in front of us.  What an 
inspiring sight!  The "ock was so massive and so dense that it 
"owed as a "uid – complete with swirls and vortices.  The "ock was 
estimated around 20,000.  The photos and video posted from the 
trip at www.peoriaaudubon.org can only hint at the awe from the 
experience.  

in the !eld for a few minutes, we continued on to the visitor 
access on the Lake.  Since City Water, Light & Power has a 
coal-!red electric power station that uses and returns water from 
the lake; about half of the lake remains ice-free in winter.

Nature Center, spread among three 
vans supplied by the Peoria Park 
District.  Oddly enough, the trip to 
the 4,350-acre Lake Spring!eld 
seemed to go rather quickly.  As we 
approached the lake, we saw a 
huge mass of snow geese feeding 
in the stubble of a harvested corn 
!eld.  After watching the geese 



Wed., May 12, 2010, 7:00 PM FPNC
Monthly Membership meeting.  Program to be 

Announced 
Sat., May 15, 2010, 9:30 AM
Sun., May 16, 2010, 1:00 PM

Celebrate Urban Birds at FPNC 
Learn about urban birds.  No experience needed, 

just bring a desire to enjoy nature and get involved.  
Activities planned include:  Urban Bird Count, Pine 

Cone Bird Feeders, Spring Walk, Gourd Wren 
House Workshop, & Creating backyard Bird 

Habitat.  Call Susie at (309)686-3360 for more 
information.

Sun., May 16, 2010, 7:00 AM
Spring Bird Walk - Camp Wokonda 

Pete Fenner will lead the Spring Bird Walk.  Meet 
at the lower parking area in Camp Wokanda.  We 

will hike the lower trail area, past the amphitheatre, 
which is often good for migrants and warblers 

(approximately 1 mile, mostly flat).   We could also 
check the ephemeral wetland (off Old Galena Rd), 
which has produced some interesting shorebirds 

and waterfowl in the past.
 Fri., May 21, 2010, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Flying Wild - Educator Training Training 

Workshop at FPNC
Flying WILD is an exciting new education 

program that provides interactive, 
interdisciplinary, standards-based activities to 

help students understand the importance 
of migratory birds and their conservation.  

Targeted for the middle grades, but adaptable 
to other levels, the program includes 

teacher-led, student-led and volunteer-led 
learning activities which provide 

opportunities to engage students in real-world 
learning.  

Pre-registration is required.  Registration 
deadline May 14.  Cost $18, includes light 

snack, resource materials.  4.5 CPDUs will be 
offered. 

Sat., Jul 3, 2010, 10:00 AM
Intro. to Backyard Birding at FPNC

We'll go over the basics covering everything from 
bird feeder and feed selection, binocular basics, 
backyard habitats, and a bit of natural history on 
common backyard birds.  If you own binoculars, 

please bring them for the binocular tutorial.  
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Peoria Audubon meets at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month, September
through May at the Forest Park Nature Center (FPNC).  It's a relaxed, friendly evening

with an interesting presentation followed by refreshments.  Free and open to the public. 

May 2010

April 30 - May 2, Nauvoo, IL
Illinois Audubon Society Annual Spring 
Gathering and Celebration.  Hosted by the 
Western Prairie Chapter.  Field Trips to include: 
Boat ride on the Mississippi River, Hiking at 
Cedar Glen Nature Preserve, Big River State 
Park, and Geissler Savannah -- plus many 
other exciting opportunities to experience the 
area. Link to registration and more information 
available on our website.

Sat., May 1, MSD Field Trip, Canton, IL
Thad Edmonds will be leading a birding tour to 

the private 14,000+ acre wetlands west of 
Canton, IL. Thad received special permission 
to visit this facility that is closed to the public. 

We typically see a very wide range of waterfowl 
and other bird species at all the lakes and 

woods in the closed facility. Since the area is 
closed to the public, it is a rare opportunity to 

go birding.  Trip is free, but pre-registration 
mandatory.  Contact Thad Edmonds @ 

309-243-1854.
Sun., May 2, 2010, 7:00 AM

Spring Bird Walk - McNaughton Park, Pekin, IL
Pete Fenner will lead the Spring Bird Walk.  

From Route 29, turn south onto McNaughton 
Park Drive off of Route 98 (Edgewater Dr). Meet 

at the end of the road at the turnaround. We 
will hike a couple of trails, and check the small 

lakes in the area. Approximately 2 miles of 
hiking with hilly terrain.

Sat., May 8, May 22, June 5, 2010,
7:30 AM    Migratory Bird Walk at FPNC

 Search for spring migrants and resident birds 
of Forest Park with a guide from the Nature 

Center or Peoria Audubon. Please bring your 
own binoculars or you may borrow ours. All 

levels welcome; no experience required. Age: 
10 & up Fee: Donations requested

Sat. May 8, 2010 Daylight Hours
Illinois Spring Bird Count

Statewide bird count. To volunteer for Peoria 
County, contact: Mike Miller (309) 681-2858; 

Volunteers are also needed for Fulton, Mason, 
Tazewell, and Woodford counties. 

IL RIVER BIRDING TOUR 

SAT., August 14, 2010
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These are just a few of the upcoming 
events listed at 

www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar

 
SNOW GEESE MIGRATION

PEORIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
677 E HIGH PT TERRACE
PEORIA IL  61614

FPNC = Forest Park Nature Center, 
5809 N. Forest Park Drive, Peoria Heights

Snow Geese - An Inspiration of Awe
by Dennis Endicott

Imagine, only a few weeks ago, the tops 
of the backwater lakes along the Illinois 
River were frozen solid and we were 
anxiously looking toward a spring thaw.  
The migratory waterfowl were getting 
anxious, too.  With the frozen lakes as a 
backdrop, I went along on what has 
become an annual spring “Birding the 
Illinois River” �eld trip. 
 

This year, the focus for the March 9 �eld 
trip would be a little di�erent.  A few 
days before the trip, leader and 
organizer Maury Brucker scouted 
around and determined that, since the 
backwater lakes of the Illinois River were 
solidly frozen, the usual water fowl were 
making themselves scarce.  With birding 
reports coming in that massive �ocks of 
snow geese were seen at Lake 
Spring�eld; it became our alternate 
destination.   

About 35 birders left the Forest Park 
...continued on page 2

The Tongass National Forest in Southeast Alaska is our nation's largest national forest, reaching nearly 17 
million acres in size. Famous for stunning fjords, abundant wildlife, beautiful glaciers, and ancient rainforests, 
the Tongass is an important resource for Alaskans and a national treasure that belongs to all Americans. How-
ever, Congress is considering controversial legislation that could transfer public land—important for conserva-
tion, recreation, hunting, and fishing—to a private corporation for clear-cut logging and other development.
Alaska's congressional delegation introduced a proposal on behalf of the Sealaska Native Corporation that 
would transfer up to 75,000 acres of national forest land to the private corporation to fulfill its land entitlement 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA). Audubon respects Sealaska's right to secure its 
remaining land entitlement—which it could do today under the existing legislation. However, the proposed 
legislation (S 881/HR 2099) would dramatically alter the terms of the original settlement legislation, effectively 
eliminating the previous boundaries agreed upon by many stakeholders, from which Sealaska would make 
selections.
If enacted as proposed, this legislation would have 
far-reaching impacts on the Tongass National Forest. 
While the total acreage involved may appear small 
relative to the overall size of the Tongass, the legislation 
would have disproportionate impacts on important 
conservation and public use lands throughout the 
region. Analysis of the lands Sealaska proposes to 
select for timber shows that the new selections would 
log some of the last best places in the Tongass. In 
addition, the legislation would authorize the transfer of 
scores of small parcels scattered through the region. 
Audubon believes that any legislation must balance 
private development interests with an enduring commit-
ment to the conservation of fish, wildlife, fishing and 
hunting, recreation, tourism, and subsistence uses—not 
favor a single interest at the expense of others.

Tongass National Forest

.
    Sat., Aug 14, 2010, 7 AM - 4 PM 

Birding Tour of the Illinois River
Field trip led by Maury Brucker, of 
Peoria Audubon Society, and Mike 
Miller, of Forest Park Nature Center, 

includes transportation in a Park 
District, 15-passenger van and a 
delicious lunch.   Preregistration 

required.  Register early as this trip 
fills up fast. Best for 12 and up.  

Forest Park Nature Center and/or 
Peoria Audubon Members receive a 
$5 discount. Call Peoria Park District 

at 686-3360 for more info and 
registration. Fee: $35 

Sat., Aug. 21, 2010, 9 AM - Noon
Hummingbird Festival at FPNC

Vernon Kleen demonstrates
hummingbird banding and
discusses the fascinating 
world of hummingbirds.  You 
will have a chance to feel the
heartbeat of a hummingbird and 
“adopt” one of these beautiful flyers.  
This free event is a come-as- you-
please activity. Jointly sponsored by 
Forest Park Nature Center and 
Illinois Audubon. Fee: FREE, dona-
tions greatly appreciated. 

 




