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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Spring time is here! Many kinds of birds
are coming back from the south while the winter
ones are heading north. Take some more time
this year to enjoy the migration spectacle.

Two other optimistic signs which I mentioned
at the last membershipmeeting are the following:
on summarizing an unprecedented 100,000 re-
sponses to changing the wetland definition
manual, the E. P. A. found that 59% of the
comments from the public favors maintaining or
increasing wetland protection. A second similar
note resulted from a national poll by the
Audubon Society and the Nature
Conservancy found that 66% of
voters in every region supports
the Endangered Species Act. Let's
take time to enjoy our Illinois
Heritage.

Maury Brucker, President

CONSERVATICN COMMENTS:

HR 4255 "The Wetlands Reform Act of 1992
introduced on February 19th by Rep. Don Edwards
(D-Ca) would provide the best wetlands protec-
tion our country has ever had. It is endorsed
by Nat'l. Audubon Society, the Nat'l. Wildlife
Fed., the Environ. Defense Fund, and the
Natural Resources Defense Council among others.
The Edwards bill enhances the sccpe and effec-
tiveness of the Section 404 wetlands protection
program, while addressing the concerns about
delays and uncertainties raised by agri-

_ business, developers, and energy lobbyists.

Hr 425 would: 1) Delay the implementation
of the Administration's politically motivated
"delineation manual", which would remove a
minimum or 50% of the nation's wetlands from
federal protection, pending completion of a
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study by the Nat'l. Academy of Sciences. 2)
Strengthen the existing Clean Water Act wet-
lands protection by increasing the mumber of
activities regulated under Section 404, in-
cluding draining, flooding and excavating
which are not currently regulated. 3) Create
a special "fast track" mechanism with the
Corps permit program to specifically expedite
"minor" permit review for individuals and
small business. 4) Clarify current exemptions
for artificially created wetlands and areas
thatare frequently cropped. 5) Require greater
EPA oversight and monitoring of the general
permit program, which currently allows many
damaging activities to proceed without
scrutiny. For more information, contact

Clark Williams, Audubon's wetlands lobbyist,
(202) 547-9009.

WRITE LETTERS PLEASE!!! Urge support of
HR 4255, and epress opposition to the Hayes
and Breaux bills.

John Richard, Conservation Chair

WATCH THE BIRDIE!:

TBS: The next World of Audubon presents "The
Envirommental Tourist™. The world's most
precious wild lands are threatened by the
very tourists who cherish them. What can
be done to reverse the effects of this
ironic invasian? Join host Sam Waterston
for a look at worldwide efforts to preserve
the true character of wilderness. Premieres
Sunday, May 17, 10:00 PM E.S.T.

Ch.47: "Lou Gold--Lessons of the Ancient
Forests", presente the highlights of this
pioneer's ideas on the movement to save the
nation's ancient forests.

Sunday's at 7:00 PM..."Nature".
Thursday's at 8:00 PM..."Illincis "Adventure”
(repeated Sunday's at 4:00 M) .






