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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Something happened on the way to the future. After two years

of serving as President of our Chapter, I had fully intended to
retire and assist in some way a new leader who would come in with
new ideas for the benefit of all of us. Elas, after much search-
ing by the Nominating Committee, there were no volunteers for
either the President or the Vice-President, although excellent
candidates were found and elected for all other office positioms.
At the January meeting, Maury Brucker told me ard the auddience
that he would take on the Vice-President position if I were will-
ing to stay on another year. How could I refuse an offer like
that? So, here we are again.

In the process we had also lost our long-time and fantastic
newsletter editors, Charles and Eleanor Voeste, who decided to
take life a little easier. And although the past winter was not
bad overall, it managed to snow out a Board meeting and a regular
monthly meeting, which back us up quite abit in our untracking
scheme. As you can see, we have our newsletter fipally on track
again, thanks to Linda Nicot's offer to do the typing work and
Eleanor Voeste's offer of some technology transfer to Linda.

We are also able to offer again an exciting number of field
trips to welcome the birds back from the South. And our Program
Chairman, Maury Brutker, has some excellent plans for our month-
ly meetings. Now we can go back to the business at hand and
continue to do the good things that Audubon Societies are sup-
posed to do. Come join us and do them with us.

Bert Princen

APRIL 13, 1988 - AUDUBON PROGRAM

SPEAKER: Professor James Dinsmore of the Animal Ecology
Department of Iowa State Untversity

TOPIC: '"Rail and Sora Habitat and Conservation Issues"

VOLUNTEER BIRDERS NEEDED
BREEDING BIRD ATLAS PROJECT

The Illinois Breeding Atlas survey will start its work in
Woodford and Marshall Counties, which are the last two in the
Peoria area to be studied. T have offered my services again as
coordinator, but I have not received any maps yet and I do not
know how the blocks are going to be set up. However, I expect
from the size of the counties that there will be about 16 to 18

blocks to be surveyed. I would appreciate to hear of your inter-

est in participating in this state-wide effort. Of course, the
o0ld blocks in Peoria, Tazewell, Fulton and Mason counties can

and should be upgraded between now and the end of the 1990 breed-

ing season. Please, give me a call if you are interested in
participating.

Bert Princen
691-0519 (home)

Mackinaw

1988 FIELD TRIPS

SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 1988 - CHAUTAUQUA FIELD TRIP

Dr. Richard Bjorklund will lead a caravan down the Illinois
River including stops at Spring Lake, Clear Lake, Sand Ridge
State Forest, Chautauqua Lake, and other areas up the west
side of the river from Havana to Rice Lake. The group should
meet at the Powerton Plant parking lot at 7:30 a.m. sharp on
the Manito blacktop off Route 29, South of Pekin. Call Dr.
Bjorklund if you plan to attend at 677-3012.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 1988 - METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT

Dr. L.H. Princen will lead a car-hike thru the MSD grounds
(located south of Canton), meeting either in downtown Farming-
ton at the 116-78 junction at 8:00 a.m. or at the entrance to
the MSD at 8:30 a.m. Call Dr. Princen if you plan to attend
at 691-0519.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 1988 - JOHN MARSHALL will lead an entourage up

the Illinois River north of Peoria, meeting at the Galena
Marina by Detweiller Park at 7:00 a.m. Call John at 685-6212
if you plan to attend.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 1988 — LOUISE ENDRES plans to see large numbers

of warblers at Johnson Sauk Trail State Park, about 6 miles
north of Kewanee on Highway 78. The group should meet in
Peoria at the Landmark Center parking lot at 7:00 a.m. with
plans to carpool from there. Call Louise at 682-8500 (evenings)
if you plan to attend.

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 1988 - SPRING BIRD COUNT

SATURDAY MAY 14, 1988 - SPRING WARBLER WALK AT THE COLLINS FARM

Meet at 8:00 a.m. or anytime after dawn at the Collin's,
Route 26 Spring Bay Road, 3 miles south of Lacon, 3.6 miles
north of the Santa Fe tracks. Call Dick Collins if you
plan to attend at 246-8677.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1988 - PARKLANDS RECREATION AREA, TAZEWELL COUNTY,

under the direction of Dr. Dale Birkenholz, Professor of
Biological Sciences at ISU. This is a new area under develop-
ment by the DOC and amidst some dispute as to its ultimate
uses. This trip will highlight nesting species and unusual
flora of an important natural area in Central Illinois and

is a new area to our group. The group should meet at 8:00 a.m.
at the parking lot. Call Mike Shekleton if you plan to attend
at 686-2088.
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An article reprinted from the St. Petersburg Times Newspaper on 1/22/88

Everglades nesting
grounds drying up

By DAVID BALLINGRUD
Times StalfWriter

KEY LARGO — The birds in
the Everglades are telling us some-
thing, Peter A. A. Berle said Thurs-
day. They're dying.

It's a message the birds have
sent since the 1930s, said Berle,
president of the National Audubon
Society. In those days they dark-
ened the skies by the millions.

About 10 percent of those
millions remain, Berle said, and the
message is unchanged: The Ever-
glades are drying up, disappearing.

Understand this, Berle told a
meeting of the Everglades Coali-
tion, a group of two dozen state and
national environmental organiza-
tions working to save the Ever-
glades.

“Future generations will curse
us. They will curse our ignorance
and our arrogance, if we leave them
with only faded photographs of the
magnificent plumed birds that
graced the Everglades.”

And there’s more at stake than
birds.

“If we damage (the Everglades)
beyond repair, the list of losers is a
lot longer than the wood stork and
the panther,” said Cynthia Lenhart,

coalition chairman. “Also on that
list are people, because the Ever-
glades ensures a reliable supply of
clean water for South Florida."”

In a speech opening the coali-
tion's third annual conference, Ber-
le said Audubon rescarch shows
three Everglades wading birds are
particularly affected by declining
water quality and loss of habitat and
food.

®m The roseate spoonbill is fail-
ing to raise its young. During the
1986-87 breeding season, Berle
said, scientists found that of 615
spoonbill nests, fewer than 15 suc-
cessfully produced young.

® The great white heron, once
common in Florida Bay and the
Florida Keys, is having similar trou-
bles. Young birds are dying before
reaching adulthood, he said.

= In 1983, Berle said, there
were 2,800 nesting pairs of wood
storks at Audubon’s Corkscrew
Swamp Sanctuary near Naples. In
1986 there were 250 nesting pairs,
he said.

Some evidence indicates the
wood stork may have moved its
nests north, Berle acknowledged.

Noretheless, he said, “the birds are
disappearing at an alarming-rate.”

Berle said he supports a plan
recently embraced by Gov. Bob
Martinez, who suddenly has be-
come active on state environmental
matters.

The governor and others want
the state or the regicnal water au-
thority to acquire about 75,000
acres of privately held land west of
Miami.

Estus Whitfield of the gover-
nor's staff has called the acquisition
of this area, called the East Ever-
glades, “the single most important
thing that can be done to save the
Everglades.”

Today, a huge levee runs along
much of the eastern boundary of the
75,000 acres. If the levee were to
be removed, water once again
would rise and fall in the marsh with
the rains, and feeding and nesting
conditions would improve dramati-
cally for wading birds and other
forms of wildlife.

Landowner plans to develop the
land have been thwarted over the
years, and the state anticipates they
will happily consider selling.
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Times art — JACK BARRETT






